
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Date Line: Lewes, East Sussex, 8th March 2013 
 

Photo opportunity: Peter Cripps attended on the day at Southover Church to photograph activities etc. 
 

Text For Immediate Release:   
 
Headline: "Fun times on a rainy day at Lewes Priory Park" 
 
Ninety women from various East Sussex Women’s Institutes were undaunted by the rain when they visited 
Lewes Priory Park on 8th March, International Women’s Day.  
 
The trip included an extended walk around the site of the Priory, once home to medieval monks of the 
Cluniac order. Local historian, Dr Anthony Freeman, gave guided talks on the history of the buildings and the 
surrounding park with its reconstructed medieval herb garden. The women also visited the Gundrada Chapel 
in Southover Church which was opened by its Custodian Marcus Taylor. Brass-rubbing and medieval tile-
printing activities were run by Lewes Priory Trust Education Officers Helen Chiasson and Kate Hickmott. 
 
Penny Crawley from Kingston WI said: "Everybody I spoke to enjoyed themselves and I am really grateful to 
everyone from the Church and the Trust for their efforts... ". Another WI member, Ursula Winfield, added: 
"Thank you all very much for such a wonderful afternoon. I enjoyed the whole experience and could have 
stayed all day! ….I shall certainly be back with my camera when I don’t have to cope with an umbrella." 
 
Priory Park is open all year round and is free. Please visit our website (www.lewespriory.org.uk) to find out 
more about the history of Lewes Priory and the work of the Trust. To organize a visit please contact 
enquiries@lewespriory.org.uk 
 
 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 

Lewes Priory was founded in the 11th century by monks from Cluny in France.  The Priory of St Pancras survived until the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1537. 
 

Media enquiries to: publicity@lewespriory.org.uk 
Education enquiries to: education@lewespriory.org.uk 
General enquiries to: enquiries@lewespriory.org.uk 
 

Contact Details:  
 

Lewes Priory Trust 
Web:  http://www.lewespriory.org.uk 
Twitter:  http://twitter.com/LewesPrioryPark 
FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/LewesPrioryPark 
Education Officer: Helen Chiasson, education@lewespriory.org.uk, 
Telephone: 01273-483462/ 07718 222624 
 

 
 

Publicity 
Lewes Priory Trust 
Lewes Town Hall 
LEWES 
East Sussex BN7 2QS 
 
T:  07788 590913 
 


