
the Norman background to Lewes Priory 

Tour to Normandy 
William the Conqueror and William de Warenne 

A date for your diary: September 25th – 28th. 2015 
from: Dr. Anthony Freeman FSA FRSA,  

Lewes Priory Trust 
8th. June 2015 

    After almost a thousand years, enormous castles, cathedrals and abbeys across England 
still bear witness to William the Conqueror’s triumph in 1066.  
    This late summer tour explores the background to the invasion and traces the past which 
Sussex and Normandy share. Both experienced a “Celtic” tribal period followed in turn by a 
Roman period and the settlement of Germanic tribes. The Vikings carved a “Danelaw” out of 
France even more successfully than they did in England (hence “Normandy” itself). After 
Hastings, Sussex and Normandy become closely linked and subsequently the north of France 
becomes the scene of the extended hostilities known as the Hundred Years’ War. Fast forward 
and we have the memorials to the two great wars of the twentieth century.  
    At the heart of the tour is the Bayeux tapestry, telling the story (or “a” story) of duke 
William’s invasion of England. In nearby Caen the Conqueror’s own life is evoked at the 
Abbaye aux Hommes, one of the two monasteries founded in expiation by William and his 
wife. At Fécamp and Jumièges two great abbeys demonstrate the power of Norman religious 
revival. The home territory of William de Warenne, the founder of Lewes priory, is less easy 
to identify but we will seek one or more of Bellencombre (site of William de Warenne’s 
château) and Etoutteville and Mortemer (sites of dependencies of Lewes Priory in 
Normandy). In Rouen the museum and the Record Office provide an over-view of 
Normandy’s history and a number of sites elsewhere show how closely Normandy’s history 
and that of Sussex and England mirror each other and become entwined. 
    To offer as full a taste of Normandy there will be a chance for those wishing to visit some 
locations of their own choice to do so independently - Roman remains at Vieux-la-Romaine, 
locations in Rouen associated with Joan of Arc and reminders of the French Wars of Religion 
(the castle at Arques-la-Bataille) and of the Second World War (Mulberry Harbour / D Day 
landing beach at Arromanches; Pegasus Bridge, and a V1 launch site)…or stroll through the 
village Arques, Uckfield’s twin town, and buy some wine, calvados or Normandy cider, or  
Neufchâtel cheese and pâté and gateaux from the Pays de Bray. 
    The date is now fixed; travel will be by coach and ferry. The only thing I haven’t yet done 
is to finalise the price but it will, as usual, be offered on a half-board basis inclusive of 
admissions. All I would request now is an expression of interest, by returning the slip. 
For “technical reasons” this letter may not initially reach everyone. I’d be grateful, 
therefore, if you could pass it on to those likely to want to participate. 
In addition, Lewes Priory Trust’s Emil Godfrey Memorial Lecture takes place at 7.45 p.m. on 
Friday 12th. June in Lewes Town Hall, when George Ferzoco (University of Bristol) will talk 
on “Monastic Education in the Middle Ages”.  Admission is free and all are welcome. The 
Lecture is preceded by the Trust’s AGM, at 7.00 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Please return to Anthony Freeman at “Ashgate”, Halland Crossroads, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex, BN8 6PW / e-mail: anthony831freeman@gmail.com / tel.01825 840 831 

Tour to Normandy September 25th – 28th. 2015: 
YES, I am interested. Please send details as soon as they are prepared 
NAME 
 
ADDRESS etc. 


