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 “The Modern Traveller to the Early Irish Church”, Monday 3rd. – Thursday 6th. October. 
    The tour explores aspects of Celtic Christianity and its contribution to European civilisation 
after the fall of Rome. It looks at the history of the British Isles from a different perspective 
and, as ever, tries to put Lewes Priory into perspective. The focus is on the north of Ireland. 
The tour originally planned for early October, to Germany to examine aspects of Martin 
Luther’s work, in anticipation of the 500th. anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, has had 
to be postponed. 
    Islands and loughs feature prominently in this tour. We travel to Devenish Island, in 
Lough Erne, for its 80 ft. high round tower (which can be climbed), to Arboe, on the shores 
of Lough Neagh, for what is arguably Northern Ireland’s best surviving high cross, and, 
weather permitting, we will sail to Tory Island, off the north coast of Co. Donegal. Co. 
Donegal is the birthplace of St. Columba, who brings Christianity to the north of Britain, 
while Lough Erne is the birthplace of that remarkable and restless soul, St. Columbanus, in 
whose footsteps a future tour might follow. “Of immense importance in early Irish history and 
mythology” is how Navan fort is described and in nearby Armagh city, the ecclesiastical 
capital of all Ireland, the two concentric rings of streets surrounding St. Patrick’s cathedral 
reflect the enclosures of the original monastery. From the royal seat of Grianan of Aileach, 
above Londonderry, there are commanding views over Lough Foyle and Lough Swilly 
towards Fahan and Carndonagh, Fahan with its 7th. century cross-slab bearing the only 
inscription in Greek from early Christian Ireland, and Carndonagh, for its high cross and 
stelae and the unique Marigold Stone. The final day ties all of this together when we travel 
first to Mahee Island, in Strangford Lough, for 5th. century Nendrum (“one of the best sites to 
understand the layout and appearance of a Celtic monastic site”), and then on to 12th. century 
Greyabbey, on the Ards peninsula. Greyabbey, not Romanesque but Gothic, and “the best 
example of Anglo-Norman Cistercian architecture” in Ulster, is the shape of things to 
come. The day concludes at the Ulster Museum in Belfast. 
    The basic cost of the tour is £369 + the cost of getting to and from Belfast - at the time of 
writing the “return” airfare from Gatwick to Belfast is £50 (Gatwick dep. 8.20 a.m. Monday 
3rd.October, returning at 20.00 on Thursday 6th. October). The tour starts at 10.00 a.m. at 
Belfast International airport on the Monday and ends there at 18.00 on the Thursday. As 
usual, the tour is offered on a half-board basis inclusive of most admissions (the one 
significant exception being the ferry fare to Tory Island, payable in euros). There is, I regret 
to say, a Single Room Supplement, of £30. The hotels have lifts. 

    Anthony Freeman 
*with acknowledgement to Kathleen Hughes and Anne Hamlin 
 
Further information is available from Anthony Freeman at “Ashgate”, Halland Crossroads, 
Halland, Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6PW or e-mail: anthony831freeman@gmail.com / 
tel.01825 840 831 
 
 
This is also an opportunity for me to recommend Lewes Priory Trust’s next Study 
Day, on Saturday 1st. October: “The Cloister and the Gate – The Monks of Lewes 
Priory and the Laity”. Details are on the Trust’s website. 


